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THE WORD OF VICTORY

ove is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not

boast, it is not proud. It isnot rude, it isnot selfseeking, it

Is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

| Corinthians 13:4-8

| thee Tommy Frederick Pickensll11, son of Tom and DonnaPickens, plantojoin
in holy matrimony MonigqueAnette Anderson, daughter of Mark and Anette
Anderson, onthesixteenth day of July intheyear of 2005 inthebeautiful city of
Grosse Point, Michigan.

Moniqueand | are so excited about our Godly decision to sharetherest of our
livesestablishing God'sKingdomtogether. We arejoiningin God's
loveandinthelovethat we possessfor oneanother. Thislife-long
decision that welook forward to making on July 16, 2005, will
spark the beginning of anew season for us, and weareso excited
about sharingitwithyou.

LivinginGod'sLove,

Tommy Pickensand MoniqueAnderson
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“We must look beyond the things of this world in order to deal with spiritual
warfare, for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God for the pulling down of strongholds.” - 2 Cor 10:4 -
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FASTIN
PRAYING:

ols TO®SDpiritual Warfare

v‘ by: Pastor Tom Pickens

theworld. Weall know of individualssuch as Dick Gregory and M ahatmaGandhi who performed

what are now famousfasts. Peoplefast for varying and different causes and purposes, however, the
believer’sfastisnot and should not be the same asthose who fast within the secular arena. Asbelievers, we
shouldn’t fast to gain the attention of mankind; rather weareto fast unto God. Whenwefast our appearance
should not be one of misery asif to draw the attention of others. The Bible saysthat weareto anoint our
face. So, put onyour cologne or perfume and begin your day with acheerful countenance.

T here are many misunderstandings about fasting asit relatesto the believer within the secular sense of

Fastingisatool God hasgiven usto usein spiritual warfare. Wedo not fast to get God to move on our
behalf, any morethan we get baptized to be saved. Baptismisan outward identification with aninward grace.
If you don’'t havethe grace on theinside, then thereisnothing for you toidentify with on theoutside.



Jesus is your example. He didn’t fast and pray for His

own edification. Jesus fasted and prayed to show us how
to perform spiritual warfare.

Baptismisawork. If baptismaone
could save us, thenwemight aswell
cal thefiredepartment, havethem plug
up thewater hoses, and let’sjust cover
everyonewithwater. Baptismaone
will not get anyoneinto heaven, just as
fasting alonewill not get God to move
onour behalf.

Prayer andfasting go handinhandlike
wet and water—likefaithand love.
Godtdlsusin HisWord that we
should pray for what we need.

usunderstand the significance of
prayer and fasting. TheApostle

Paul wrotein Ephesians6:10,
“Findly, my brethren, bestrongin
theLord, and inthe power of his
might. Put onthewholearmor of
God, that you may be ableto stand
against thewilesof thedevil. For
wewrestle not against flesh and blood,
but againgt principdities, agangt
powers, againgt therulersof the
darknessof thisworld, against spiritual
wickednessin high places.” Paul used
theword “wrestl€” to connotea
struggle. Therefore, if our contention,
or our struggle, isnot against fleshand
blood, then it must be against spiritual
entities.

We must |ook beyond thethingsof this
worldin order to dea with spiritual
warfare, “for theweaponsof our
warfarearenot carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds,” (2 Cor 10:4). Our

- struggleisnot withthethingsof this
: world. Paul saysthat weareto put on

thewholearmor of God so that we

: may beabletowithstand against the

: enemy. Hetellsustodressor prepare
- oursalveswith the helmet of salvation

. and the breastplate of righteousness.

: Weareto gird our loinswith truth and

: to have our feet shod withthe

: preparation of the gospel of peace.

- Andfinaly, Paul directsustotakethe
: shield of faith and the sword of the

: spirit, whichistheword of God. All of
Ephesians6 offerskey scripturetohelp :

these weapons Paul speaksof are

Prayer and fasting go

hand in hand like wet
and water—like faith
and love.

: gpiritual weaponsto be used against

: theenemy. But thereareyet two more
- powerful spiritua weaponswhich Paul

. mentionsin different passagesof

. scripture. They areprayer and fasting.

: Whenwegointo battle, we should

- desireto useeverythinginour arsend.

: Well, my friend, God hasalready

: supplied our every need. | don’t know
- if you ever thought about this, but Jesus
: began Hisministry when Hewas

- gpproximately 30yearsold. He

: ministered for threeyearsuponthe

. earth before He ultimately offered His

- lifefor al mankind; and yet, before

g Jesusever venturedinto Hisministry,
: He saw the necessity to fast and pray.

- Jesusdid not enter into Hisministry

: beforeHewas anointed and even then,
- not beforeHe had spent muchtimein

. prayer andfasting. Before Jesus

. performed thefirst miracle, He
 disciplined Himself and by doing soHe
: gained authority and control over the

- flesh. Thisissgnificant for usto

- understand because beforewe embark
: uponany momentoustask which will

: render Satan’skingdom weak, we

must first fast and pray. Why?
Because Jesusdid! Jesusisour
exampleof how to perform spiritual
warfare. What do youthink Hedid
up onthat mountain for 40 days
and nights? Jesuswas submitted
before Hisheavenly Father. He
fellowshipped with the Father
through fasting and prayer, and asa

: result, He gained authority, control and
. disciplineover theflesh.

- Jesuswaswithout sin, but thisdoes not
: meanthat Hecouldn’'tsin. Inorder for
- dnto havebeen avalid temptation,

: Jesushad to be capableof sin. The

. BiblesaysHewastested, tempted,

- andtriedin every way—just asyou

: and | are—yet Hesinned not. InLuke

4:1-2 welearnthat prior to Jesus

. enteringinto Hisearthly ministry He

- saw the need to spend timein prayer
. andfasting. “And Jesusbeing full of

: theHoly Ghost returned from Jordan,
: andwasled by the Spiritintothe

THE WORD OF VICTORY 5



When you learn to properly and effectively
discipline your flesh through fasting and
prayer, then your battles will have already
been won.

Friends, did you know that
when you honor someone,
whether it be a spouse, your
pastor or theLord, you makea

wilderness, being forty daystemptedof  untothem, Because of your unbelief:
thedevil. Andinthosedayshedideat : forverily | say untoyou, if you have

nothing: andwhenthey wereended,  : faithasagrain of mustard seed, you decisonthat thispersonisspedia
heafterward hungered.” Jesus hunger : shall say untothismountain, Remove and important? Welearn from
had noinfluenceon Hisdisciplineof the : henceto yonder place; and it shall the Word of God that honor is
flesh because He had consecrated . remove; and nothing shall beimpossible not something that iseared, but
Himself through prayer and fasting. : untoyou. Howbeit thiskind goeth not

wasgiven asan act of graceto
someonewho didn’'t deserveit.
I n other words, asRomans5:8

Jesusdedicated Himsdlf tothecause  : out but by prayer and fasting.” When
forwhichHewasbeforetheFather.  : Jesussaid“thiskind” Hewasreferring

Therefore, whentheenemy cameto  : toaparticular typeof spiritua warfare sys,
tempt Him, Jesuswasfull of theWord : that can only beresolved through
and the power of God. . prayer andfagting.

After theforty days, thedevil cameto : Wemust understand that thereare
tempt Jesuswith food, fameand . varying dassificationsof spiritud How blessed we are that God
authority. Satanknew that Jesus flesh : warfare. TheWord says, “ For we
wasweak at that pointandthatwas @ wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
whentheenemy tried hisbesttoundo  : againgt principalities, against powers,
everything that Jesushad aready done. : against therulersof thedarknessof this
But Jesuswasaready victorioussimply : world, against spiritua wickednessin

loves us so much that He saw
us worth honoring. What a
privilege! What an honor!
Should we then honor “Him”
any less with our lives? My

because He had prepared Himself . highplaces” Therefore, wemust use answer to this question is
through prayer andfastingand Hehad : varyinglevelsof spiritual wesponsto “ absolutdly not!!”

within HimtheWord of God. My . bevictoriousin our spiritual battles.
friend, you canhavethat samevictory  :
inChrist! Jesusisyour example. He : GoingbeforetheLordinprayer and

didn’t fast and pray for Hisown . fasting enablesusto deal with adversity
edification. Jesusfasted andprayedto : beforeadversity dealswithus. Itis
show us how to perform spiritual . very important that weliveafasting
warfare. | am convinced that for . lifestyleinorder to gain control over the
everything Jesuswasto experience . flesh. Youmust bewillingtodowhat is

throughout Hisearthly ministry, Hehad : needed so that you may receivethe
aready dedlt withthosethingsthrough : greater anointing. You must givemore
prayer and fasting. . of yoursdlf totheLord. Therewill be

. timeswhen you must deny yourself the
InMatthew 17:14 amanbrought his  : comfort and pleasure of food so that
devil possessed sonto the Disciplesfor : youmay disciplineyour emotions, mind
hedling; however, theDiscipleswere  : and soul to moveinto agreater sense
unableto helphim. Thentheman . of responsibility inthethingsof Godl.
approached Jesuswhorebukedthe  : Whenyoulearnto properly and
devil whichthen departed the child. . effectively disciplineyour flesh through
TheDisciplesasked Jesus, “Why could : fastingand prayer, thenyour battleswill
not wecast himout? AndJesussaid  : haveaready beenwon.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
ON
Prayer
Fasting

&

“So we fasted and petitioned our God about this; and

He answered our prayer.”

Q. What should be my appearance when fasting?

A. AsuntothelLord. Therefore, do not goaroundwitha

gaunt or distressed physical appearancedrawing attentionto :
thefact that you arefasting. Through prayer andfastingyou :

find strengthin God. Sothenexttimeyoufast, allow the
light of Christ withinyouto shine. (Reference Mat 6:16-18)

Q. Howlong should | fast?

A. Setatimewith God and then honor it, for He will
certainly honor you for being faithful to that which you have
committed to do.

Q. If I don'tfast, will it prevent mefrom growing spiritually,
hearing from God, or receiving answersto my prayers?

A. Absolutely not, but wemay find our sensitivity to what
Godisdoinginour livesheightened asaresult of fasting.
Therefore, we may a so bemoreready for spiritual
challengeswemay encounter.

Q. How do| prepare myself tofast?

A. Pray. Youmust mentally and spiritually prepareyourself
to be cleansed and awaken to God's power. Thisiswhy

fasting and prayer areoftenlinkedintheBible. Pray that you :

don’t become angry or testy becauseyou cannot eat certain
thingsduring your time of fasting. Remember that thisact
isn’t about what you cannot have, but rather about what
God saysyou CAN havethrough fasting and prayer: every
yoke broken. (Isaiah 58:6)

- Ezra 8:23 -

: Q. Should | tell peoplewhen | amfasting?

: A. Thegoal of fastingishot to broadcast your actions, but
: rather to spiritually arm yourself againgt the attacks of Satan
inyour life. Therefore, itisnot necessary to announceyour

- fastto people. However, if someoneinauiresabout your

. eating habits, itisokay torevedl that you arefasting. You

: can usethisopportunity to witnessand share God’sWord.

Q. I know fasting has spiritua benefits, but what are some
» of thehealth benefitsof fasting?

. A. Fasting regularly givesyour body organsarest, helping

. toreversetheaging processand livealonger and hedlthier

. life. Fasting can help you heal with greater speed; cleanse

: theliver, kidneys, and colon; purify your blood; help you

. loseexcessweight and water; flush out toxins, clear theeyes
- and tongue; and cleanse bad breath. 1tisrecommended that
: youfast at least three daysamonth, and follow aten-day

: fast at least twice ayear. Consult your doctor first.

Q. Canthetypeand length of fast make adifference?

. A. Athree-day juice, water and teafast helpsthebody rid

. itsdlf of toxinsand cleansestheblood. A five-day juice,

- water and teafast beginsthe process of hedling and
rebuilding theimmune system. A ten-day juice, water and

- teafast can take care of many problemsbeforethey arise

: and helpfight off ilIness, including degenerative diseasesthat
. havebecomeso commoninour chemically polluted

. environment. Any fast over three daysshould beunder the
. careof aquaified hedlth careprofessiond.
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by: Courtney Bessent

On a sunny Saturday morning in February, while most
are sleeping in or lounging around the house, the
ballroom at the Holiday Inn in Palmdale, CA, is alive with
love and sounds of laughter.

entitled “Calling All Lovebirds.” Every quarter, : and Walter arelooking forward to today’s seminar. “It does
thewedded couples (and those officialy - help our relationship to actually learn how to communicate
engaged) assembleto enjoy each others company  : with oneanother and how to haveacloser walk, not just
andlearn moreabout Christianmarriage. Muchlike  : withtheLord, but within ourselves,” Deliasays.
previousMarriage Fellowships, thisevent promises

to bewonderfully informativeand lotsof fun. : TheAVCC Marriage Fellowship existsto give couplesan

I tistheyear’sfirst AVCC Marriage Fellowship : familiesaretaught how to communicate, and how much she

- opportunity tolearn and grow intheir marriagesin
Oneof thefirst couplesto arrive, WillieandAlice : accordancewith theWord of God. The environment created
Gaines, arefestively dressed in matching red and : by theMarriage Fellowship does more than teach the Godly

white outfits. Asnew membersof AVCC, they are  : conceptsof marriage; it also providesencouragement and
excited about theMarriage Fellowship. “Itwasmy  : friendshipto couplesby giving them Godly support through
husband'sideaand after al theseyears, hedtillhas  : other married couples.
romance,” saysAlice. Marriedfor 41 years, Alice
and Williebdievethat coupleshaveto beproactivein : Astheevent continuesto unfold, it isclear that the couples
thesuccessof their relationshipsand families. They  : inattendanceat today’ sevent areready to befurther edified
arethrilled that thisministry focusesonmarriageand  : wheretheir marriagesare concerned. Having completed a
celebrating God'slovefor themaswell astheirlove  : ddicious, plentiful breskfast, everyone settlesin and opens
for each other.  their Biblesin anticipation of theWord being brought forth.

. Pastor Juan Juarez of Valey Faith Fellowshipin Delano,
NewlywedsWalter and DeliaThorntonareasoin  : CA, hasbeen asked to deliver the messagetoday. The
attendance and are happy to sharethe aspectsof the : topic of each Marriage Fellowship varies, but on thisday,
seminarsthey enjoy. Deliatellsushow much she . curioudly closeto Valentine' s Day, Pastor Juarez choosesto
liked previousseminars, liketheoneinwhich blended : speak on* The Foundation of Your Marriage.”
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“1 want to share somethingsthis
morningthat | believewill behelpful to

How many need helpintheir marriage?
How many want their marriageto be
better? How many want to understand
your mate?’ heasks. Theroom
rumbleswith‘ Amen.” “Let metell you
something,” hecontinues. “You haveto
understand certainthingsfromthe
Word of God; learn how to understand
each other and learn how to livewith
each other.” Pastor Juarez presents
somevery vauable, very Godly ideas
tohelp establish astrong marriage
foundation. Takealook at theideas
listed below and allow them to comfort
and guideyou.

Themost important thingthat you
can doishaveastrongfoundation.

strong foundationfor their marital

inthe center of it. Therehastobea
place where people cometogether in
their lives, do God'sWord, and stay in
theWord. If two people cometogether

and the Word of God, He canwork
anythingout.

Inthemultitude of counselorsthere
is safety.
Proverbs 24:3-6 saysthat aman of

knowledgeincreasesstrength and there
. peopletogether givethemsalves

- wholly to each other. Theonly surety
. istheWord of God; theonly surety is
- JesusChridt. If you' veentered into

: your marriagewiththewrong motive,
- search yourself and ask that God
someone el sethat hastheWordto help :

issafety inthemultitude of counselors.
We must seek the counsel of God to
build astrong foundation. When

you' reunder stressand experiencing
heavy burdensinyour marriage, God
may say something toyou through

: you, but that Word can’t helpif you
. areunwillingtoreceiveit.”

you, thingsthat will helpyour marriage.

. It'svitally important tofollow :
: God’'sWord if we'regoingtoenjoy :
 all that Hehasfor us. :
- Today weliveinaworldwhere

: peopledon’t know how to define

. family or marriage. Today weliveina
- world where anything goesand soci ety
: tellsusthat homosexuality isokay,

- leshianismisokay, andif two people

. livetogether it'sokay, just aslong as

. they loveeach other. That'snot what

. Godsaid. God defined marriageand

: afamily asamanand awoman

- married together. Youmust learnto

. dedl towiththat inaccordancewith
. theWord of God and realizethat love
. ismorethanjust what most peoplecal :
- lust. Lustisnotlove.

Those couplesconcerned with havinga :

: Fivethingsthat you need to know
relationship must recognize God'splace :
- direction God wantsit to go.

tokeep your marriagegoinginthe

: With God all thingsare possibleand
under theumbrellaof thenameof Jesus :
. each other, tovaluethemarriage

. indtitution, God can blessit. God can
- bringafulfillmentinyour lifethatis

. stronger thananything ese.

whentwo peoplearewillingto vaue

Marriageisonly goingtowork if two

changeit now. Ask for the successand

. growthof your marriagefor theright
. reasons—thereasons God intended.

: Past hurts, abuses, and pain can cause
. peopleto close up and destroy many

: homesand marriages. You' regoing to

- facechdlengesinyour Christianwalk;

. but take the Word of God and renew

- your mind. Don't et bitterness,

. unforgivenessand resentment prevent

: you fromreceiving counsel. Theblood
- of Jesus Christ and theword of your

. testimony will strengthenyouto

: overcomethetrialsof your marriage.

- If youwant to talk to someone about

. your marriage, find aGodly person

: who knows how to pray and intercede
: and knowstheWord of God. Don’t

: ask peoplewho are not in the Word of
. God for adviceonyour marriage.

: Someonewho hasthe same problems
: asyouintheworld may not helpyou

- tostrivefor excellenceand goodness

. inyour marriage. TheBibleasks,

- “What fdlowship haslight with

. darkness?” Your marriageshould be

. thesameway.

: Seek thingsthat you can changein

. yourself, not what you can changein

: yOUr Spouse. Wemust a so remember

- that asoft answer turnsaway wrath.

: Dedl withyour mategently and

- understand that how you say

. something isjust asimportant aswhat
: you say.
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HOW TO PRAY:

COMMUNICATING
WITH GOD

by: Deborah D. Sullivan Ford and Courtney Bessent

here are some who view prayer as stiff and regimented—and they would be wrong. Prayer is

aspecia time of communing with the Lord. There are no specific words or incantations to

recite when we pray; however, the Bible clearly defines how we areto pray. Matthew 6:5-8
assures us that we don’t need to be in the presence of othersto pray. We are, in fact, to pray in

secret; not openly broadcasting our actions.

Prayer issmply communicating with God; and whenyou
speak to God it should befrom your heart. Itisthis
connection wemakewith God that buildsour spiritua

4, when the Disciples asked Jesusto teach them to pray,
Jesusresponded by telling them what we more commonly
refer to astheLord’sPrayer. If you havenot already
memorizedtheLord'sPrayer , thenl inviteyoutoreadit at
thistimebeforeyou continuereading thisarticle. Thiswill
hel p to enhance your understanding of how to pray.

The Lord sPrayer isperhapsone of themost memorized
scripturesinthe Bible; yet there are some people who may
not fully comprehend or appreciate what Jesus offered the
Disciplesthen, and what He offersustoday through this

prayer.

The Disciples asked Jesusto teach them how to pray and
that’sexactly what Jesusdid. First Jesusshowed that we
should begin prayer by honoring God with praisesand
humbling oursalvesbefore Him. Next, Hetaught usto
understand that even by faith if we ask thingsof theLord
that arenot in accordancewith Hiswill, that it isHiswill
whichreignssupreme.

Next, weareto seek nourishment fromtheLordto helpus
livefruitful livespleasing unto Him. Our daily breadisthe
feeding ourselves of HisWord, theroof over our heads, the
clothing on our backs, the comfort and protection wefeel at
homewith our families, and it isthe nourishment on our
tables. It encompassesthosethingswhich alow ustowant
for nothing and befreeto worship the Lord God.

10 THE WORD OF VICTORY

: Then, Jesusteachesusthat we areto release the burdens
. placed upon usby others. By releasing the burdens, we

. alow ourselvesto be moreavailablefor Godto moveon
strength. Jesusknew thisbetter than anyone. InLuke11:1- :
. weaknesses of our flesh and the snares of theenemy. When
- weseek Him through prayer, the temptations and stresses of
. theworld havenoholdonus.

our behalf. Next, weareto seek God's protection fromthe

: Findlly, theLord’sPrayer says, “ For thineisthekingdom,

: and the power, and theglory, for ever. Amen.” Hereinthe
: closing of thispassage of scripture, wearetaught to

. acknowledge God' ssovereignty and omnipotence. Often

: times, whenwe experiencechalengesinour daily lives, we
- will turnto God in prayer, yet allow worry and fear to settle
. in. But, God dready knowswhat we have need of before

: weask Him. (Matthew 6:8) Therefore, when you seek the
. Father in prayer, trust Him, release your burdensto Him,

: and have mustard seed faith that you have already received
: what you arebdlieving and praying for.

: TheLord' sPrayer isn't about the exact wording so much as
: theinstruction of what to be mindful of whenwepray. The
. devil knowsthe power of prayer andisdelighted whenwe
: becometoo busy or too anxiousto go humbly before God
. inprayer. TheBiblesays, “Beforethey call, | will answer;

- andwhilethey areyet speaking, | will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24)
. Thismeanswehaveadirect and privatelineto God at |

: times. Soiif thequestionremains, “How do | pray?’ The

: answer ispray with an open heart, awilling mind, free of

. anger and resentment toward others, seeking protection

: fromthetroublesof thisworld, expecting favor through

: God'sgrace, remembering to uplift Hisholy name. <~



I ISSUEs, iSsues, issues,

iﬁ ISSues, issues, issues,

ISSUes, ISsUes:

Q. What doyou nﬂt?
If you haveteni then

you need socks.

Q.H youtell when
Ronald naldisintheshoe
store?

Because hehasgolden arches.

Knock, knock. *
Who'sthere?

Kiwi.

KIWI Who’P

Send your jokes and riddles to:
Word Force Kids

Please include your nameand age!

Distraction means paying attention to one thing
when you are supposed to be doing something
else. You know when you are supposed to be
doing homework but Cartoon Network is playing
your favorite program, so you sneak a quick
peek...for 3 hours. Well God does not want you to
be distracted from Him or His Word (the BIBLE),
so He wants us to fast. No, we are not talking
about running. We are talking about not doing
something you really like to do so that you can do
something that God really wants you to do.
Whew!! We can fast from food, T.V., video games,
or candy. Whatever is keeping you from growing
stronger in Jesus is worth fasting. Daniel and his
three friends ate only vegetables and water for ten
days. No meat, no candy, and no ice cream. After
ten days, it was discovered that they were
stronger, smarter and had more energy than
everybody else. They also pleased God and He
gave them the best jobs in the kingdom. (Read
Daniel 1:1-21)

Fast and Pray
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FRIEND  BIBLE  PRAY  GAMES
FAST  JESUS  FOOD

Steps to Fasting

Decide what is keeping you from God.
~ Decide how long you will fast from it.
3 Pray and ask God to help you succeed.

FAST,

Follow the directions. Then write the
remaining words on the line to help you
remember what fasting helps you do:
Cross out words that rhyme with jump
Cross out all color words

Cross out all animals

Cross out all words starting with the

“k” sound
flee ~ thump rat cat
orange  all blue bump
dump  carpet Satan's green
yellow  bird cut tricks
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hefunfilled weekend started out withriding
thebusthrough awinding road all theway up
themountain. Looking over steep cliffsand

. our way to the bottom of the hill. For someof usit was
. our first timein the snow and facing our fear of heights
- madethe experience even moreexciting.

seeing the great view was abit too scary for somebut :

many of usenjoyed theadventure. Thankstothe
awesomebusdriver, wearrived safely.

Oncewegot there, we quickly settled into our cabins
sowe could go to the messhall and stuff our faces

with all the pizzawecould eat! (By theway, thefood

wasvery good.) Therewasalwaysmorethan
enough, especidly for theguyswith big appetites.

Every night wehad adevotion and discussontime
that helped usto grow spiritually. A lot of usnever
really had deep conversations about God beforeand
itwasredlly great. Brenton Leeenjoyed devotion
because he liked the message that Mr. Z spoke about
Joseph and how you can havefaithinwhatever vison
God bringstoyou. Wea so had late nightsevery
night full of crazy comical chats. Thiswasatimewe
all just let go, and wefound out how hilarious
everyonewas. Finally wegot somezzz'swhenthe
Youth Leader told usto get to Sleep or cleanthe
bathrooms. Ugh!

Saturday afternoon wasoneof the highlightsof the
weekend! Wewent to this placethat had abig hill of
snow and did downinaninner tube! For hourswe
screamed and laughed our heads off aswewereon
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Saturday night we had apowerful servicethat beganwith
: anawesometimeof praiseand worship. Many of uswere

. very touched by the Spirit of God. The message Minister
. LeMarcusgavewaslikeno other. Welearned about who
: wearein Chrigt, and that whatever Jesuswasbeen given

by the Father, we havetoo. Wehaveall the promises,

. blessingsand abilitiesthat Jesushas!

. Therewerealsosome crazy gameswe playedlikethe

: “No Fear Factor.” At onepoint, one person from each

. teamwaschallenged to pick nine piecesof licoriceout of a
- bowl filled with pickled pigsfeet! Disss-gust-ing!! We

. wereallowed to only use our mouth and had towear a

- blindfold! Couldit have been any moregross?!!




Therewas a so abattleto seewho wasthetightest dancer
at camp. Some danced, some rapped, and others showed
off their breakdancemoves. The competition wastough but
they toreit up! InKameelah’'swords* Brenton got em;”
Trand ation: Brenton won the dance contest.

Wait! Hold up! | ailmost forgot about Take 5! Yeah wetook
out 5 minutesto haveaBible Study, 5 minutesto pray and 5
minutesto implement what welearned. Strangeenough5
minutesreally doesmakeadifference! | never knew that in
such ashort timel could get closer to God and gain awhole
new perspectiveontheway God looksat things. Thiswas
redly cool.

Overdl, Winter Camp far exceeded our expectations. We
all made good friends, and grew closer to thefriendswe
aready had. God blessed uswith area understanding of
who HeisandwhoweareinHim. | wouldn’t tradethe
experiencesthat | had at camp and | can’t wait until the next
timel go!

listen up!

by: BlakeYoung

Takin' itto another level thisis
definitely acapstoneinthecross
movement legacy. Thecriticaly
acclaimed group that needsno
introduction areat thetop of their
game. Withreliablehitsyou can
groovetolike“Hey Yall” and“We,”
youwill play thisCD from start to
finish. Tracksto makeyouthink like
“Cardshark” makeyou see
Chrigtianity not asagame, but real
life. Each songisaknifecutting at
thefakefacadeswe put up, al while
put to an amazing beat. Trackslike
“BigWords’ and “ Epiphany” show
lifeasitisin God'seyes, not the
worlds. YougottagrabthisCD.

Hollaat yagirl! Hollaat yaboy!
Discover what amost 2000 other
teensexperienceevery week at
author Blaine Bartel’ sOneighty®
youth program: ajoyful, action-
packed, enthusiastic relationship
with God! The Oneighty®
Devotional ismotivated by avery
amplechdlenge givefiveminutes
aday to God for the next eight
weeks and watch what happens.
How doesit work? Simple: study
ONE scripture aday—commit to
EIGHT weeks—taketheZERO
pledge. Experiencearadica 180-
degreeturnaroundinevery area
of your life!

Hisbest CD yet takesyou alittle
deeper than beatsand rhymes.
Experience hismotivation and reason
for ministeringthe Gospel inhis
uniqueway. Thetitletrack “Behind
theMusic” takesyou from day oneto
the present showing you thereason
for histestimony. Serioussongslike
“LifeAfter Death” makeyoutakea
hardlook at your lifeand compel you
tolivefor Christ. Thesong “Thank
You” expressesappreciationfor his
family, and ultimately JesusChrigt.
And not to disappoint anyone KJ-52
has plenty of get-up-and-dance songs
like®Rock-Wit-Us” and
“Fvetweezy,” so cop thisalbum!
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As For Me And My House

Parental Control

by: Pastor Gerald Shaw

oday’s Christian youth are in a serious,

knock down, drag out fight against a

formidable opponent. The youth are
under attack from strong demonic influences in
all areas of their lives.

Instead of fighting thegood fight of faith, theyouth are
surrendering to the enemy. Young peoplearebeing lost
totheworld system. Thevaluesof television, radio,
internet, peer pressure, humanisticidealsare
contradictory to God's plan and purposefor Christian
youth. Youth aregoing against BET, MTV, VH1,ABC,
CBS, UPN, NBC, FOX, HBO, Cinemax and others.

Many parentsareeither cluelessto, ignoring, or don’t
carewhat typesof influencestheir youth arebeing
exposed to. Youth go to church on Sundaysor goto
weekly youth group meetingsto increasetheir spiritual
awareness, but that purposeis defeated when they are
sent out to apublic school system that indoctrinates
themwith humanistic principleswhich diametrically
opposearelationship with Jesus. Asaresult of the
clash of cultures, theyouth are being transformed into
lukewarm believers. (Rev 3:15)

Today’syouth cultureisbeing fed liesabout mordity.
Young ladiestoday are oftentimesmoreaggressive
than the guys, becausethey have been sold thelie“lose
itoryou'll never useit.” Young menwantto be
rappers, “ballers,” and pimps because the examples of
successthey seeinthevideosare menthat havethe
prettiest females shaking their scantily clad bodiesin
extravagant settings. Romans 1:25 says, “Who
exchanged the truth of God for thelie, and

wor shiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever.”

Many youththink adua lifestyleisaright and many
parentsare obliviousto thesigns. Some parents



SUNDAYS AT 5:00 PM

actually believethat if you exposethe  : theparent to maintain control of the Atlelphia

youthtotoo much of Goditwill cause : homethroughtraining. Traningisdone RIS

rebellion. They say that theyouthneed : throughlnStrUCtlon adexample Charter Cable - Rosamond/Mojave

balance. Maybe we should ask : "walkingthetalk.” I you correct them - R Ch.64

ourselvesthisquestion, “How muchof  immediately, withfairnessandfirmness,

. . Charter Cable - Boron
theworld'sinfluenceshould our youth they will appreciateand respect the

Charter Cable - California City.

i i ntai . correction.

beexpos’ed toinorder tomal nt.am : Capps Electronics, Inc. - Lake Hughes . . Ch. 06

balance?” How much of AIDSis ; i _

okay?How many STDsareokay? ~ : Pray, Fast And Seek God For B R

How much alcohal, drugs, sex, . Clear Direction - 2 Chronicles Dish Network

violence, gangs illicitlyricsinthe : 20:1-3 It happened after this that g

music, illicit material invideogamesare : the people of Moab with the people wgc';yvﬁg gv‘i’;;r?m;ﬁyt?:ym‘f; g

okay? How much do you need to : of Ammon, and Otheg;wétezmzm If this televised outreach ministry has

balanceout their been a blessing to you or someone you

livessothat they Parents have beenassigned ~ ATMONItes, K, pl eane G cCom g aliiord

won't bedriven o came to battle of Victory Television Partner. You can

away from Jesus?” the responsibility to protect against do so by forwarding your financial

e : the ear gates, eye gates and donations to:

Thisiswhy parents hearts c?f the o>t/Jthg Any dis- Jehoshaphat.

must helptheyouth : youtn. Any 2 Then some Word of Victory Television Ministry

developa tractions that hinder Our cameand told C/0 ANTELOPE VALLEY CHRISTIAN CENTER

reaionshipwith young people from relying  Jehoshaphat, 304 West Lancaster Boulevard

God, and not just on God need to be cut off. saying, “ A great Lancaster, CA 93534

mental ascension. mUIt.ItUde IS. TheWord of Victory Television Ministry
' om bevord th comi ?g agg]/ nst isviewer supported. Thereforewhatever
. You Trom beyond the sea, Trom Syria; financial donation is placed upon your

WHAT CAN PARENTS DO? and they are in Hazazon Tamar” heart to support this dynamic outreach
: (whichis En Gedi). 3 And ;ﬂ;gﬁt% |i§ greatly appreciated and tax

Nose Around - Christianparents  : Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself
must becomemoreinvasive. Don'tbe : to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a

We pray God’s blessings upon you and

afraid togothroughthebackpacks,  : fast throughout all Judah. your family. We stand in faith that
notebooks, pockets, shoes, drawers, something within the broadcast
and Bibles, anywhereanotecanbe  : Thefirst thing that Jehoshaphat did was encourages your walk with Christ and
stashed and find out what your youth  : to seek God, and he proclaimed afast helps you make life-affirming and life-

. : N . . changing decisions which will enrich
arenot tellingyou. . over theentirenation. Theking knew your life for the better!

: that whatever wasgoing on, the people
Communicate - Askdirect, critical  : of Judah had to cleansethemsalvesof
questionsand expect bluntanswers.  : anything that would hinder themfrom
That young adult that youthinkisso  : relying one hundred percent on God.
Innocent may not beasnaiveasyou

imagined. Asyou show openness, ! Parentshavebeen assignedthe
sincerity, andremaincam, your youth  : responsibility to protect the ear gates,
will bewillingtotalk about thereal - eyegatesand heartsof theyouth. Any
issuesthat heor sheisfacing. . distractionsthat hinder our young

: peoplefromrelying 100 % on God
Lead By Example - Tranupa : needtobecut off. IfitisTV...cutit
childintheway that they shouldgoand : off. Ifitismusic...cutit off. Improper
whenthey aregrown, they will not - friends...cut. Movies...cut. Pray that

depart fromit. (Proverbs22:6) This  : theHoly Spiritwill revedl, expose, and
word“child” refersto any dependent  : removeanyoneor anything that isnot
youthinyour household. Godrequires : rightintheir lives. T




WHATEVER YOU ASK FOR IN PRAYER,
believethat you havereceivedit, and it will beyours. Andwhenyou
stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, sothat

your Father in heaven may forgiveyou your Sins.
- MARk 11:24-25 -

B
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o In this teaching series Pastor Tom teaches us about the importance
- = of prayer for the believer and how we are to pray. Prayeris nota
- set of statements or scriptures to be recited regularly; rather prayer
- helps us to establish a better relationship with Jesus.

i
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Prayer is a vital part of the Christian’s life. As a Pastoritis
necessary to ensure that everyone who enters the church
receives the basic truths of God. In this heartfelt four-part series,
Pastor Tom teaches us that prayer is something everyone can
engage in, and through prayer we can effect change.
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